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Action                            

promoting  ecology, education & social justice 

SOUTHWARK,  PLEASE
CHANGE YOUR MIND!
- local people love these woods

Cow parsley crowds on the margins of  broad rides from which one
discovers narrow paths through sun-dappled woodlands into clearings
alive with butterflies and bird song. 

It should be no surprise that a groundswell  of popular opinion is gathering force
behind the campaign group Save Southwark Woods,  which aims to  persuade the
London Borough of Southwark to drop plans to clear trees and historic gravestones
to make way for new burials. These woods, say campaigners, are worth fighting for.

                                                                                                                                    Martin Heath, Chair, Friends of Belair Park



On  the  Bank  Holiday  Monday  of
May  25,  2015,  Save  Southwark
Woods staged a Family Tree Day.

Local  people took the opportunity
to speak up passionately for their
woods,  and  students  from  the
Camberwell  Art  College  videoed
their testimonies.

This campaign is growing fast and
it has its roots in South Londoners'
understanding that they must take
responsibility  for  the  stewardship
of their green environment.

Councillors  and  officers  of  the
London  Borough  of  Southwark
have  drawn  up  their  plans  in  an
attempt  to  tackle  the  very  real
problem of providing burial space.
They  have  not  neglected  to
consider biodiversity in their post-
felling scenario - but it is time for
them  to  recognise  the  scale  of
public  opposition.   Amenity  and
ecology  will  be  best  served  by
preserving our woodland.



We  are  asking  the  London  Borough  of
Southwark to work with Save Southwark
Woods  rather  than  to  prolong  and
escalate  the  conflict.  Southwark  is
pursuing  an  enlightened  policy  with  its
addition of new land to Burgess Park and
plans to convert the Greendale fields into
a  new  public  park.  Here  is  another
opportunity for Southwark to demonstrate
that it is leading the charge into the 21st

Century,  the  century  that  will  make  our
break  our  civilisation  -  depending  upon
how we treat our environment. 

The photograph below shows a self-sown
juvenile  hawthorn,  which  is  rising  from
undergrowth  of  the  woodland  floor.  It
symbolises  the  way  in  which  nature  is
taking control and regenerating the wood.
One hopes that this woodland will still be
delighting so many local people when the
hawthorn is grown and the children who
were  spotting  bugs  on  the  Family  Tree
Day are adults.

Further information and petition:                       
www. savesouthwarkwoods.org.uk


