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The Brits Who Built The Modern World Season is a major programme of exhibitions and events 

organised by the Royal Institute of 

British Architects (RIBA). Drawings, 

watercolours, photographs and models 

tell the fascinating story of why and how 

British architecture developed globally 

from 1750 to the present. The season is 

inspired by BBC 4 documentary series 

The Brits Who Built the Modern World. 

The  Crystal  Palace  Foundation  

is pleased to have been invited by the 

RIBA to contribute to the development 

of  a  Crystal  Palace  page  on  the 

programme’s website so as to show the context of this iconic building, which came to influence much of the 

architecture that was to follow; visit: architecture.com/BritsExhibition  Admission free to The Brits exhibition  

and to: Empire Builders, 1750-1950, until 15 June at the V&A and New British Works, until 27 May at RIBA.       
 

The RIBA building, itself something of an Art Deco treasure, is at 66 Portland Place, London W1B 1AD. Open to the 

public Mon to Sat, 10–5. Step-free access. Nearest undergrounds: Regent’s Park, Oxford Circus, Great Portland St 

and Warren St; buses: C2, 18, 27, 30, 88, 205 and 453. Refreshments in the RIBA café bar and restaurant. There 

is a bookshop, and the library is free to visit – entry with Photo ID (closed Mon & Thurs).          Tel 020 7580 5533 
 

 

The Crystal Palace Park Heritage & Environment Stakeholder Group met on 23 January.  
The meeting was a workshop to discuss the Emerging Design Principles for the proposed new 
‘Crystal Palace’, as set out in a draft document issued by the Zhong Rong Group (ZRG) in Dec 2013.  
See: www.thelondoncrystalpalace.com for this and associated documents. The Design Principles 
are: ▫ A strong relationship between the Palace and the Park ▫ A permanent structure with a similar 
footprint, outline and scale to the original Palace ▫ Reflect the structure of the original Palace  
▫ An adaptable and flexible internal space guided by the internal spatial qualities of the original 
Palace ▫ Active façades ▫ Design solutions that respond to the surrounding heritage landscape and 
the refurbishment of the Park in line with the Masterplan ▫ A long-term sustainable role for the Palace 
and the Park ▫ A dynamic and integrated design process ▫ Respond to community and stakeholder 
engagement. One purpose of the workshop was to provide a summary of the Heritage & Environment Group’s 
comments to the selection panel (see below) to aid their consideration of the expressions of interest received in 
response to the announcement of the architectural competition.  
Each member of the Group was invited to comment; the Foundation declined the invitation.  
For minutes of this and associated meetings, Google: Bromley Stakeholder Group minutes. 
 

! Draft Further Alterations to the London Plan, January 2014.  Table 2.1 of this document 

now shows Crystal Palace as a potential strategic outer London development centre in terms 
of leisure/ tourism/culture/arts/sports. If retained, this alteration will be relevant to any ZRG 
planning application. Any comments you have on this and/or other alterations must reach the 
Mayor by 5pm on Thurs 10 April 2014.  Download the 19.08MB FALP doc at: www.london.gov.uk  
To enquire about the availability of a printed version, contact: Greater London Authority,  
City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA.  Enquiries: 020 7983 4100.                                       Cont’d 
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Architectural competition. Consulting engineers Arup are overseeing a competition to select an 
architectural practice to design a ‘Crystal Palace’ at the top of Crystal Palace Park. The closing date 
for submission of expressions of interest was 20 January. A media release on 25 February said:  
The selection panel for the competition to design this unique landmark project evaluated expressions 
of interest from almost 40 leading practices from across the world. The panel short-listed six architect 
practices to prepare a more detailed submission and presentation:  
 
David Chipperfield Architects 
Grimshaw 
Haworth Tompkins Architects 
Marks Barfield Architects 
Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners 
Zaha Hadid Architects with Anish Kapoor 
                                                                                                                                                                    
Up to three teams from this shortlist will be invited to prepare initial concept designs in the final 
competition stage. A winner and runner-up will be recommended to ZRG, which will have the final 
say in the selection of the architect. The selected architect will work closely with the lead consultant, 
Arup. It is expected that the winner will be announced in August. 
The selection panel includes: ▪ Ric Blakeway, Deputy Mayor for Housing, Land and Property, GLA  
▪ Hank Dittmar, former Chief Executive The Prince’s Foundation ▪ Stephen Hodder, RIBA President  
▪ Peter Morgan, Bromley Councillor ▪ Peter Murray, Chair of New London Architecture  
▪ Sir Tim Smit, The Eden Project ▪ Sir John Sorrell CBE, The Sorrell Foundation ▪ a representative 
from ZhongRong International Group (ZRG).  
For details of any changes to the competition or to follow its progress go to: www.colander.co.uk    
 

 

City Health Check: how design can save lives and money, RIBA, Dec 2013.  
 

Do our cities support healthy, active choices on a daily basis? Does the architecture and urban 
design of our cities impact on public health? In this health check the RIBA compares serious 
health problems in nine of the most populated cities in England and how these problems relate to 
our urban environment and levels of exercise. 

The report looks at London and England’s eight Core Cities - Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham and Sheffield – examining three major health problems and 
comparing the amount of green and public space available. The results were clear – the areas of our 
cities with the poorest health outcomes had the least amount of green space. The RIBA outlines a 
series of actions that developers, councils and the Government can take to help make them healthier 
places.                                                                                                                 www.architecture.com 
                                                                           

 
Adjournment debate. Our October 2013 issue went to press before we could bring news of an 
adjournment debate in the Commons, secured by Jim Dowd MP (Lewisham West and Penge) on 19 
October.  
The debate (with response from Planning Minister Nicholas Boles MP) runs to eight web pages at:  

TheyWorkForYou.com → enter Jim Dowd adjournment debate in Search box, then click on Go.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Mr Dowd asked three key questions, which we summarise here: In view of the likely scale of this 
development – I know that the design competition is still to be decided – how can the London 
Borough of Bromley decide on a planning application that will clearly be in breach of the 1990 Act 
[Bromley London Borough Council (Crystal Palace) Act 1990]…? Will the Government underwrite a 
full consultation with all local groups, citizens and neighbouring local authorities…? …can the 
Minister assure me that if it were to move through all its stages and be approved by the London 
Borough of Bromley, the Government would call it in for further inquiry and deliberation? Mr Dowd 
also asked: Crystal Palace and that part of south-east London are already congested and 
overcrowded, and the public transport links are full to the gunnels. The roads have no more space to 
accommodate anybody. … how on earth are we going to move that number of people in and out of 
the area at any given time?  
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In summary, the Minister replied that: The Government will be very clear that such a proposal will 
have little chance of getting anywhere without consultation from the start. And: We have made it clear 
to the Mayor of London and the London Borough of Bromley that we are happy to work with them to 
try to resolve… legislative issues… And: I know that my Department will be happy to work with him in 
ensuring…that consultation takes place, that the transport infrastructure is adequate and that the 
planning process fully takes into account the opinions of his constituents. 
 

For info: The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (SOS) may take over (i.e. ‘call in’) 
planning applications (as with the Crystal Palace Park Masterplan). This is normally only if the application 
conflicts with national policy in important ways, or is nationally significant. If called in, an inspector is appointed 
to carry out an inquiry. The SOS has to take the inspector’s findings into account when making the decision. 
 

Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). On 8 January 
the HLF issued the following statement: 
The Heritage Lottery Fund and Big Lottery 
Fund (BIG) have assessed a £4.5m 
application from the London Borough of 
Bromley to their joint parks programme for the 
restoration of Crystal Palace Park. After 
careful consideration in a highly competitive 
round, it was decided that they were unable to 
support the project.  
Sue Bowers, Head of HLF London, said on 
behalf of HLF and BIG: 
“Whilst this project has good potential, news of 
proposed plans of a multi-million pound private 
investment into rebuilding the Crystal Palace, 
including the full restoration of the park, meant 
that at this time our trustees felt this 
application was a lower priority for Lottery 
investment. In addition, it was in a competitive 
round of applications that was more than two 
times oversubscribed.”   
 
A Bromley news release, issued concurrently 

with the above statement, included the 
following: 

A commitment to improve Crystal Palace Park 
has been re-affirmed despite the news that 
Heritage Lottery Fund application was not 
successful. The HLF application, which 
included partnership working with the Mayor of 
London and community groups, outlined a 
range of incremental improvements for the 
park.  
These improvements would have seen Sir 
Joseph Paxton’s central axis re-established as 
the focus of the park through a number of 
physical changes, reuniting the park as a 
single, designed and connected landscape.  
The proposals also included improved visitor 
facilities and a range of activities to attract 
park visitors.  
Councillor Stephen Carr, Leader of Bromley 
Council said, “We are absolutely committed to 
securing much needed improvements at 
Crystal Palace Park and this latest news is 
clearly disappointing. Perhaps understandably, 
with the potential full restoration of the park a 
real possibility, the application was not 
successful but it would have been wrong not to 
pursue this option and apply for the grant.” 
 

● It has since been confirmed that the £2m GLA match-funding element of the bid will be used for capital works 
 

PETITION If you agree with and wish to add your name to this online petition, go to: change.org - click on 

Browse, then enter Crystal Palace in the Search Change.org  box (here, you will also find maps of the Park 
showing the Metropolitan Open Land area and the area covered by the Exclusivity Agreement referred to 
below). 
 

Open Letter from Residents in the Crystal Palace area 
17 January 2014 
To: Rt Hon Dame Tessa Jowell MP, Hon Jim Dowd MP, Hon Steve Reed MP, Hon Chuka Umunna 
MP 
cc Mayor Boris Johnson, Darren Johnson AM 
CONCERNS ABOUT PROCESS IN THE LAND DEAL THAT IS PART OF THE ZHONGRONG GROUP’S 
PROPOSAL IN CRYSTAL PALACE 
 

This circa 1,200-word letter sets out concerns about the above land deal, and guidance is sought 
about the appropriateness of the process for the potential disposal, by way of a 125-year lease, 

of Metropolitan Open Land on a Grade II* (two star) Park by a local authority (the London 
Borough of Bromley) to a private organisation (the ZhongRong Group (ZRG)) for development.  

  
(The number of names so far is in excess of 1,700) 
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Points raised in the online petition include: the Memorandum of Understanding signed by the 
Greater London Authority, LB Bromley and ZRG on 27 March 2013; the nature of the deal, 
without open competition or public tender; the dissatisfaction with the management of the 
community consultation process; the HLF application having been refused as a consequence of 
the ZRG intervention; the relationship between the Chinese Government and ZhongRong; the 
imminent signing of a Heads of Terms Agreement between ZRG and LB Bromley. 
 

Contacts/information: Community Stakeholder Group: www.crystalpalacepark.org.uk  Friends of 
Belair Park: www.belairpark.org.uk  – see blogs # 85, # 86, et seq.  Subway: www.cpsubway.org.uk 
and inspired@cpsubway.org.uk  Go to the ZRG website: www.thelondoncrystalpalace.com for details 
of drop-in sessions; project brochure; open letter from ZRG Chairman; online questionnaire; 
frequently asked questions; Emerging Design Principles document. Register for ZRG email updates. 

Soon on Foundation website: Memorandum of Understanding (see above) and Exclusivity 
Agreement made between Bromley and ZhongRong on 5 November 2013.   
 

And now…a little history: In our October 2013 issue we referred to a handwritten diary, with 

drawings, compiled by Victorian engineer Edwin Clark. Once owned by Foundation founder 
member the late Alan Mason-Watson, it is now in the Foundation’s care. The diary refers to 
Brunel’s water towers. The south tower base is alongside the Crystal Palace Museum, the 
other by the Marine Aquarium.  
At Bromley’s Priory Museum, you can see what may appear to be nothing special, but is in 
fact the key to the stopcock of the tank at the top of the south tower. There’s also a fragment 
of mosaic from the Alhambra Court.    
The Priory Museum, Church Hill, Orpington BR6 0HH.             Info: Tel 01689 873826 

 

Crystal Palace Foundation Annual General Meeting:  7.30pm, Thursday 22 May 2014.  
The Vestey Room, Kingswood House, Seeley Drive (off Kingswood Drive), Dulwich, 
London SE21 8QR (1st floor – no lift) Bus: 3, 322, 450. Train: Gipsy Hill, Sydenham Hill.    
 

Foundation members wishing to let us have views on the ZRG proposal, see addresses in box below 

 

In addition to this occasional Newsletter, CPF members receive the Foundation’s quarterly journal, 
Crystal Palace Matters. Join today! see Shop page of website: www.crystalpalacefoundation.org.uk 
email: crystalpalacefoundation@hotmail.com           Royal Mail: CPF, 58 Laurier Road, Addiscombe,                        

                                                                                        Croydon, Surrey CR0 6JQ. 
Telephone: 07889 338812        Registered Charity No. 285563        © The Crystal Palace Foundation 
 

The Foundation has purchased a limited quantity of packs of Victorian Britain Picture Cards (PHQ 104), hand-stamped 
House of Commons 8 September 1987, and House of Lords 8 September 1987. The cards, reproduced from postage 
stamps designed by Mike Dempsey, FCSD, were issued by the Post Office on 8 September 1987. The card fronts illustrate: 
18p - PHQ 104(a) – Queen Victoria (1842), The Great Exhibition, Grace Darling, The Monarch of the Glen 
22p - PHQ 104(b) – Queen Victoria (1859), Prince Albert, Beeton’s Book of Household Management, The Great Eastern 
31p - PHQ 104(c) – Queen Victoria (1862), Albert Memorial, Benjamin Disraeli, The Ballot Act 
34p - PHQ 104(d) – Queen Victoria (1887), Diamond Jubilee Motif, Wireless Telegraph, Relief of Mafeking 
The postage stamp on the back is the same as the front illustration and lightly hand-stamped House of Commons or House 
of Lords in a roundel; buy a pack of Commons or Lords (or one of each) for your collection, or to send as an attractive gift.  
See COLLECTING category on website shop page for these and many other interesting items. 

Motorsport at Crystal Palace, Sun 25 and Mon 26 May. Time trial; classic motor show; competition. Opens 9am. Free 

car parking. £10 adults – accompanied under 16s free. CPF Shop: books/badges/more.  www.motorsportatthepalace.co.uk  
 

2014 Crystal Palace Overground Festival 
This free, 4-day Festival is taking place between Thursday 26 and Sunday 29 June. Now in its 8th year, it begins with fringe 
events on Thursday 26 and Friday 27 around Crystal Palace, in anticipation of the main Festival weekend. Westow Park will 
be the Festival hub on Saturday 28, with Sunday 29 focusing around the Upper Norwood Triangle. You can look forward to 
a feast of performing arts, crafts, holistic and sports activities, live music, DJs and food, as well as antiques, craft and 
vintage shopping throughout the Crystal Palace Triangle. And the Crystal Palace Foundation Shop will be there too.  
To take part in the Festival, get involved or volunteer, go to: www.crystalpalacefestival.org.uk  
 

Dulwich Picture Gallery Hockney, printmaker Timed to coincide with the 60
th
 anniversary of the artist’s first print, 

this show celebrates David Hockney’s long and fruitful career as a printmaker – to 11 May.      www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk 
 

 
TCPFN 28.2.14 
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