
               

VII.  Woodland habitat. 
An  area  dominated  by  trees 
reproduces aspects of seasonally 
shaded woodland habitat.

In  terms  of  landscape  ecology,  this  habitat  differs 
from  true  woodland,  since  it  might  be  described 
more accurately as a small (roughly 15 x 40 m) area 
hemmed in  by  trees.  It  is  barely  wide  enough  to 
maintain  a  woodland  interior  as  opposed  to  a 
woodland marginal  environment,  and it  simulates 
those rural features which might be defined either as 
narrow woodlands or wide hedgerows. Although it 
successfully evinces characteristics of a woodland, a 
coppicing  regime  would  be  inappropriate.  This  is 
not an area within a woodland; opening it up could 
easily  destroy  woodland-like  aspects.   Necessary 
work to trim back branches overhanging the lake to 
allow more light into the lake and to fell or reduce in 
height  dead  and  dangerous  trees  should, 
accordingly, be planned and conducted with care.

Along the lake margin are alders (Alnus glutinosa), 
encouraged  at  one  stage  so  that  their  roots  could 
help  stabilise  the  lake  banks,  ornamental  horse 
chestnut  (Aesculus  hippocastanum)  and  ornamental 
willow  (Salix).  Large  specimens  of  black  poplar 
(Populus nigra) flourish along the S and E margins. 

Above left:  A primrose (Primula  
vulgaris) flowers in spring along a 
bank  flanking  a  ditch  in  the 
woodland area in Belair Park.

Below left:  North Kent.  A narrow 
strip  of  woodland,  serving  as  a 
broad  hedgerow.  Its  width 
matches  that  (~  15  m)  of  the 
woodland habitat created in Belair 
Park.  The  trees  seen  here  are 
younger and of smaller girth than 
those  in  the  woodland  area  at 
Belair Park. 



Flora includes a mixture of hedgerow and woodland 
species, such as  anemone (Anemone nemorosa),  wild 
arum (Arum maculatum) violets (Viola odorata) lesser 
celandine (Ranunculus ficaria) and hedge woundwort 
(Stachys silvatica; left). There are both native English 
and Spanish bluebells  (the  latter  require  removal). 
Butcher's broom  (Ruscus aculeatus) is a perennial of 
shady woods.

Speckled  Wood  butterflies  (Parage  aegeria) are 
commonly seen in this habitat. “The State of the UK's  
Butterflies   2011,”  noted  that  over  the  preceding 
decade, P. aegeria expanded its range by 20% and its 
population  by  42%.  The  cause  (p.  11)  was  that: 
“Traditional management has ceased in most woodlands  
and, as a result, our woods are darker, shadier places than  
they  have  been  for  hundreds  of  years.”  We  have  no 
conflict  with  encouraging  butterflies  which  prefer 
more  open habitats,  since  these  may be  enhanced 
adjacent  to  the  woodland  patch.  Top: P.  aegeria 
perches in the woodland area in a beam of sunlight.

Left:  A view looking towards 
the  Woodland  Area  from  the 
south,  in  autumn.  The  trees 
with  the  attractive  yellow 
foliage  are  black  poplars. 
Brambles  and  fencing  have 
been  removed  from  the 
southern  margin  of  the  Area, 
to open up a wild flower bank.


