
III. Lakeside Wildlife Walk; 
Overview.

  
The Belair Ecology Project has expanded the tree-
fringed strip running along the eastern margin of 
the lake by planting parallel lines of trees. This has 
restored something of the character of a rural lane, 
whilst providing new habitats.

A  distinctive  internal  environment  favouring 
woodland species is possible in woodland corridors 
of > 12m [New Jersey; Baudry, J. & Forman, R.; cited 
in  Forman,  R.  and  Godron,  M.  (1986).  Landscape  
Ecology.  Chichester,  U.K.:  John Wiley  & Sons],  or 
7m  [Shropshire,  England;  Helliwell,  D.  R.  (1975). 
Biol. Conserv. 7: 1-72].  

It  is  not always practicable to achieve such woodland widths in the setting of  urban 
parkland, but it has been possible in Belair Park to expand the Woodland Area to a width 
of 15 to 25 m.

A Wetland Area was established on ground prone to seasonal flooding. The lake was not 
excavated in the lowest  part  of  the landscape,  but  flooding may result  because ground-
waters are impeded in their down-slope flow where they encounter the clay basin which 
contains the lake. This area is fronted by an apparently self-seeded line of willows. Flood 
mitigation works are presently  under discussion.  They would collect  waters  from heavy 
precipitation,  delaying  its  release,  and  reducing  the  risk  of  flooding  of  residential  and 
commercial properties which lie downstream in the River Effra drainage basin. At a meeting 
on December 14, 2012, it was suggested that flood works be carried out along the eastern 
side of the lake.  It  was flagged up on behalf  of the Friends of  Belair  Park that  the area  
delineated in this report should be be preserved, encourage a sense of involvement amongst 
the local  community,  which has played a  role  in  developing the site,  through volunteer 
labour and by participating in consultation. 

Below left: In late Dec. 2012 there was extensive flooding in the Park. That shown here was on the 
western side of the lake. Below right: Locations of suggested flood works (courtesy Joseph Okai, LBS).






