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Benchmark breakthrough over Southwark's protocols for parks' groups – page  3 

New community art gallery opens 

  
May 24, 2013 saw the opening of  Art 
Nouveau,  77  Atlantic  Road,  London, 
SW9.  The  Gallery  is  not  for 
established  artists  alone  and  it  also 
provides a meeting space for hire.

We hope to talk to the organisers and 
artists  in  future  newsletters.  More 
info on Art Nouveau is on Facebook.

 
 

 

 

 

Talk re-scheduled: The River Effra in our landscape.   Martin Heath. 
July 1, 2013, 7:30-9:00 pm. Allotments Association, Community Building, 227 Rosendale Rd.,SE21 
To ensure your free place, please email: volunteer.growingrosendale@btconnect.com     

mailto:volunteer.growingrosendale@btconnect.com


“Just to make it nicer.”

That was the plan when Anna Birley (left), 
Chair of the Lambeth Sustainability Forum, 
took action to improve a busy road junction 
along Thurlow Park Rd, SE27, by planting up 
an area of bare soil around a tree. 

The  Lambeth  Sustainability  Forum  serves 
food growing groups,  friends of  parks and 
residents' associations amongst others.

To get involved please contact:

a.m.a.birley@gmail.com

Below:  Colourful  planting  around  a  tree  by 
residents of nearby Tulsemere Road.

By volunteering, you can make a real difference . . .  

The Friends of Belair Park have successfully transformed a lakeside area 
into  an  ambitious  wildlife  project.  Now  that  this  area  has  been 
established,  it  will  need  regular  effort  to  maintain  its  features  and 
biodiversity. Why not help us? 

To volunteer ring Susannah 
Peal on 07837621496.

Right: Susannah Peal, Dilana Tasci and Jackie Griffiths 
helping to maintain paths. May 24, 2013.



Protocols agreement is a benchmark. 

Martin Heath, Chair, Friends of Belair Park and environmental campaigner.

Those of us who have actually seen how imposed codes of conduct can be used to 
head off protest about development in public parks received Southwark's attempts 
to introduce protocols for friends of parks groups with concern. Parks are being 
viewed greedily as prime development land and as the population of London soars, 
pressure to snatch land for housing, other infill or roads can only intensify. 

The Friends had welcomed what the protocols had to say about the importance of democracy 
and inclusiveness (for which they campaign) but were otherwise worried about the potential  
intrusion into the independence  of bodies working to protect public open space.

On the afternoon  of June 13, 2013, I met with Rebecca Towers, Southwark's parks manager at  
Southwark's Tooley Street headquarters to discuss the impasse. This was an extremely positive 
meeting,  because Rebecca herself  is  concerned to ensure a green future for  our parks. She 
reiterated that nobody is going to be required to literally sign the protocols. This is welcome, 
because it means that there is no implication of the Council, in effect, providing what amounts  
to a licence  for  bodies  who sometimes have to provide checks  and balances in  the face of 
Council decisions. That would certainly not help the democratic process. We agreed that the 
following key points should be included in the protocols document.

● The document is an expression of goodwill and it aims to clarify roles and responsibilities.

In other words, the protocols are not a heavy-handed, contract to be imposed upon groups by 
the Council, but are explicitly a set of ideals for co-operating partners. 

●  The  Council  respects  the  role  of  friends  of  parks  groups  as  independent 
watchdogs/protectors of open space on behalf of the community.

This means that campaigners would not undermine their future capability (should the need ever 
arise) to combat threats to parks, and that their role is embraced as something positive.

● The parks and open spaces team is committed to the preservation of parks, open spaces 
and cemeteries within its care.

 Our partnership is not unconditional. This commitment is its foundation and rationale.  

Our consortium of environmental groups aspires to make a difference not only in Belair Park, but 
for parks in general. The recognition of parks groups as green watchdogs is radical and we can 
now refer other councils and parks groups to the Southwark protocols as a benchmark.  

Left: For volunteer George Brian, aged 17, 
working with the  New Leaf  project beside 
West Dulwich station,  and in Belair  Park, 
led  on to  an apprenticeship  in  landscape 
gardening.

He told us that volunteering “inspired me 
to want to be a gardener . . . perhaps to  
start my own firm.”




