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HELP TO PROTECT OUR BIRDLIFE BY COMPLETING THIS ONLINE SURVEY  

Dave Clark: I am a part-time student enrolled on the MSc in Ornithology programme at the University of 
Birmingham. For my final year’s dissertation work I am asking questions about why we feed birds in our  
gardens.  You can help by contributing  data  to this  ongoing research effort.  If  you  have  access  to a  
computer and have the ability to use a computer, I have produced a simple online questionnaire that 
takes around 7-8 minutes to complete. It can be accessed at the following link:

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/feedingbirds

Belair Park: 
New playground 
equipment arrives! 
Anne-Marie Braun: 
Friends of Belair Park

Beware  the  Big  Fish  and  the  Sea 
Monster . . . or climb and clamber 
and slide on them! Last summer we 
asked  young  children  in  the 
playground what they would like to 
play  on.  As  a  result  of  our 
extensive  survey  this  new 
equipment  has  been  chosen  to 
reflect their wishes and fit in with 
a maritime theme.

Our  thanks  to  Andrea  Allen  and 
Southwark's  Cleaner  Greener  Safer 
funding programme. Thanks also to Paul 
Highman in charge of Dulwich parks and 
Resa  who  deals  with  playground 
maintenance.  They  have  helped  the 
playground get a much needed facelift. 
The  boat  climbing  frame  and  swings 
have  been  repainted  and  some  of  the 
worn  ground  has  been  paved.  All  we 
need now is some good weather! 
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New Leaf oversees restoration of Great Wave mural.

  

  
The colourful Great Wave mural was painted originally in 1998 for the Camberwell Art Festival  
by Dominic Swords, but was damaged last April by an explosion in a drugs den – to which the 
volcanic eruption is a reference! Artists Morganico and Solo One worked on the project, assisted 
by more than fifty volunteers. Paint was donated by Dulux. On March 3, 2013, a barbecue and 
reception  was  held  at  the  foot  of  the  mural  In  Camberwell  place  off  Coldharbour  Lane. 
Organised by Vinnie O'Connell, founder of New Leaf, to celebrate the community project being 
brought to its completion, it was kindly supported by local businesses. For more of the story 
google the Great Wave Mural Video (website of the London Mural Preservation Society).



  

What next for the 

River Effra? 

Martin Heath: 
(Chair, Friends of Belair Park) 

There  are  currently  three  initiatives 
concerned with the River Effra, one of the 
famous  “lost  rivers  of  London,”  After 
attending  several  meetings  in  2013,  my 
feeling is that there is a rare opportunity 
here to achieve a great deal, provided that 
all three projects can be co-ordinated into 
a meaningful integrated effort.

The  first  project,  to  enhance  wildlife 
corridors  and  the  lake  (upper  left)  and 
lakeside habitats in Belair Park, has been 
pursued  for  many  years  by  the  Belair 
Wildlife Group and the Friends of the Park. 
A recent management plan from consultant 
Alan  Scott  of  Complete  Ecology  has  been 
essential for Southwark's formal recognition 
of  the  project  and  securing  it  for  the 
future. The lake, by the way, is an artificial 
feature, but fed by the Effra waters. 

More  recently,   the  London  Borough  of 
Southwark has been working with Thames 
Water  and  consultants  Mouchel  to 
investigate  possible  flood  relief  works, 
which might include creating new drainage 
channels in local parks. On March 7, 2013, 
the  London  Borough  of  Southwark 
completed  its  first  round  of  community 
consultations (centre left), with a meeting 
at  the  Southwark  sports  ground  between 
Belair  Park  and  Turney  Road  (all  areas 
prone to flooding in wet weather).

At  the  same  time,  Defra  has  funded  a 
worker  (Lucy  Townsend)  attached  to  the 
London Wildlife Trust for one year, whose 
remit  is  wide  –  looking  at  water  use, 
sustainability,  and  various  potential  Effra 
projects.  

Ian McInnes, the Chairman of the Dulwich 
Society,  stressed  the  need  for  further 
meetings  to  represent  the  broad diversity 
of the community.

He felt that, “unless we get community engagement, nothing is going to happen.” He and I have discussed 
how the Friends of Belair Park and the Dulwich Society might co-operate to expand the circle of interested 
parties involved in the discussions and to advance the goals being pursued by Lucy and her fellow workers. 



Fire strikes Southwark's 
Cuming Museum.                                                  

On March 25, a fire broke out in 
the  Cuming  Museum.  Buses 
headed  for  London  up  the 
Walworth Rd. were diverted to 
the  east,  but  re-joined  the 
normal route not  far from the 
scene  of  the  blaze.  Martin 
Heath was on the upper deck of 
a diverted 68 and was dismayed 
to discover where the fire was 
raging.  At  that  stage,  the fire 
was evident  in  the rear upper 
part  of  the  building.  A  little 
later,  Matt  Reid  (Secretary  of 
the  Friends  of  Belair  Park), 
made  the  same  journey.  The 
two  had  a  scheduled  meeting 
and  Matt  reported  that  when 
his  bus  had passed the  scene, 
the fire had now spread to the 
front of the building. Over 100 
fire  fighters  were  involved  in 
tackling the blaze The Cuming 
Museum  houses  the  artefacts 
collected  by  Richard  Cuming 
(1777-1870) and Henry  his  son 
(1817 to 1902) and was opened 
to  the  public  in  1906.  It 
focusses also on the history of 
Southwark. The  Leader  of 
Southwark  Council,  Cllr  Peter 
John  told  reporters  that  the 
collection was unique. It was:

“Really  tragic  that  we  may 
have lost all  or part of that  
collection today.”


