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OPEN SPACES TO LOSE DEMOCRATIC PROTECTION? 
See page 3 for text of news release from the Open Spaces Society

Flood works and ecology – public meeting Feb. 5, 2013

We have a rare opportunity to play a leading role in a major project which will 
make positive changes for ecology and amenity in and around Belair Park. 

Left: Matthew Jessop of Mouchel discusses options for flood prevention 
measures with members of the local community.

On  Jan.  31,  2013,  the  London  Borough  of  Southwark  and 
representatives of  Mouchel  and  MGJV met with the Dulwich 
Park  Friends  and later,  with  the Friends  of  Belair  Park  and 
other community groups, to discuss how local open space may 
feature in efforts to reduce flooding in Dulwich and Herne Hill. 

The follow-up public meeting will take place at 
7:00  pm,  Tuesday,  February  5,  2013,  in  the 
Recreation  Rooms,  Belair  Park  (entrance  off 
Gallery Road, SE21 7AB). All welcome.

Questions for community decision at the Friends' Feb. 5, 2013 meeting.

The purpose of flood works will be to retain waters in the Park, so that they do not 
overwhelm the sewers and cause flooding in residential and commercial properties. 

Discussions on Jan. 31, 2013 enabled key questions to be formulated. These, and any others that 
arise, will be put to the public meeting for discussion followed by formal votes on Feb. 5.  

The first and most important question will be this: do you agree, in principle, that flood works, 
accompanied by major enhancements to the Park, should proceed?

The  meeting  will  be  asked  to  endorse  the  policy  that  established  projects  in  which  the 
community has invested considerable time and effort, and has expected to establish a long-term 
legacy,  namely  the  wildlife  area,  the  playground,  and  hedgerows  around  the  western  and 
northern margins of the Park, should be retained in the course of flood works.

Subject to the proviso that the works do not intrude onto sports features, such as cricket and 
football pitches, do you agree that there should be substantial ditch works and expansion of 
wetland features in areas assigned for water catchment? Should a route be created around both 
sides of the lake and if so, what form should it take on the eastern (house) side, where it will run  
through wetland and other wildlife areas?



  
Above: Animated discussions at the Jan. 31, 2013 meeting about flood works in Belair Park.

Design for arch over                      friendsofbelairpark@hotmail.co.uk 

West Dulwich gate.                         Tel. 020 8670 8924

         

Many local  residents  responded to a 
consultation  staged  by  the  Friends 
about the design for  the arch. After 
receiving  comments,  the  artist, 
Heather  Burrell,  created  this  final 
version.  The project was launched by 
the Dulwich Society and supported by 
Southwark's  Cleaner,  Greener,  Safer 
team.  Any  last  minute  comments 
should be addressed immediately to: 
andy.newman@southwark.gov.uk

Other news. Below left: After consultation with the Friends, a new notice board welcomes visitors to 
Belair Park after our incorporation into the Green Chain Link. Below right: Does this look any safer to you? 
Despite representations from local people, Transport for London removed safety railings around the road 
island at the notorious junction of Thurlow Park Road and Lancaster Avenue, SE27.

mailto:andy.newman@southwark.gov.uk


The Open Spaces Society was founded in 1865 and is Britain's oldest national conservation body. 
It campaigns to protect common land, village greens, open spaces and public paths, and people's  
right to enjoy them. We have just been forwarded an ominous OSS press release (text below). 
We shall keep readers updated on the outcome of this key debate.

OPEN SPACES TO LOSE DEMOCRATIC PROTECTION
The government proposes to remove democratic protection from open spaces threatened 
with compulsory purchase. The House of Lords will  debate these plans, which are in 
clause 22 of the Growth and Infrastructure Bill, on Monday (4 February).

The Open Spaces Society is urging members of the House of Lords to oppose clause 22 because it puts 
open spaces everywhere at risk.

At present,  when a local  authority or statutory undertaker seeks a development consent order which 
involves the compulsory purchase of open space, either it must provide suitable land in exchange or the 
order is subject to the consent of parliament under special  parliamentary procedure (SPP). This is in  
recognition of the special qualities and value of open space.

The Growth Bill says that when there is no suitable land to give in exchange for the open space, or the  
exchange land is too expensive, the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government may himself 
decide that the order need not be subject to SPP [see below], thus circumventing parliament.

Open space is defined as 'any land … used for the purposes of public recreation', in other words the many 
thousands of acres of countryside which were painstakingly mapped under the Countryside and Rights of  
Way Act 2000, and the hundreds of sites which people enjoy by custom for informal recreation.

Says Lord Faulkner of Worcester, who is calling for clause 22 to be removed from the Growth Bill: 'I am 
concerned that this provision will result in significantly less parliamentary scrutiny on planning matters 
which have a direct impact on people's lives. Open spaces are cherished by local people and should not be 
taken for some other purpose without either suitable land being given in exchange or the plans being 
subject to parliament's scrutiny.

Adds Kate Ashbrook, general secretary of the Open Spaces Society: 'The current law, which protects open  
spaces, has existed since its introduction in the Acquisition of Land Act 1946, in which the Open Spaces  
Society played a part. It is not used often, so we see no need to change it. But it is there as an important  
protection when major development threatens land which the public enjoys for recreation.

'In 1965 Wycombe Rye in High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, a much-loved open space close to the town,  
was  saved  from  a  road  scheme  because  there  was  no  exchange  land  so  SPP  was  invoked.  The  
parliamentary committee rejected the scheme. It would have been tragic if the land had been destroyed;  
it is still extremely popular today.

'We fear that the Growth Bill is a concerted attack on open spaces. This provision, together with clauses  
which  threaten  to  debar  the  registration  of  land  as  a  village  green  where  it  is  earmarked  for  
development, will significantly reduce the protection afforded to open spaces' Kate concludes.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note: Under special parliamentary procedure (SPP) the order is referred to a joint committee of 
both Houses of Parliament which hears the case and then reports to both Houses of Parliament. It 
is normal for parliament to accept the committee's findings. 

Kate Ashbrook became general secretary of the OSS in 1984. A former member of the Countryside Agency board, she is 
President of the Ramblers, a trustee of the Campaign for National Parks and the Dartmoor Preservation Association and 
member of the Institute of Public Rights of Way and Access Management. She was a member of Natural England’s 
stakeholder group on public rights of way, and is patron of the Walkers Are Welcome Towns Network.

The Open Spaces Society may be contacted at: 25a Bell Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2BA Tel: 01491 573535 
www.oss.org.uk  Email: hq@oss.org.uk 

http://www.oss.org.uk/
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