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Flood works could mean major changes for Belair Park 

They will be discussed at two public meetings:

● The  first  meeting  will  be  held  by  the  London  Borough  of 
Southwark at 2 pm on Thursday, January 31, 2013.

If  you  wish  to  attend,  please  contact  Joseph  Okai  as  soon  as  possible, 
because Southwark will need to prepare seating and refreshments: Tel.: 020 
7525 2145; Mob.: 07950705063 or email joseph.okai@southwark.gov.uk

● The second meeting will be held by the Friends of Belair Park 
at 7 pm on Tuesday, February 5, 2013.

The purpose of this evening meeting is to allow a broader section of the 
community to participate and to give anyone who came to the first meeting 
an opportunity to respond to what they have heard after having had the 
benefit of several days to think it through. A formal vote will be taken. 

Both  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  Recreation  Rooms,  Belair  Park, 
entrance off Gallery Road, SE21 7AB .

Travel information: Closest railway stations are West Dulwich & North Dulwich. Nearest 
buses are 3, P4 and P13. There is a large, free public car park available during the day,  
with car parking available also at the Recreation Rooms. 

Further information online: see TfL's journeyplanner or streetmap.co.uk. 

Dulwich Society helps tackle a mini-flood hazard from fire hydrant.

My  thanks  to  Prof.  Isaac  Marks  of  the  Dulwich 
Society's transport committee. Out to take some 
snow  pictures  in  the  woods  on  Jan.  20,  and 
without a mobile phone, I found a fire hydrant 
spilling water across the pavement and into the 
road,  outside  the  Old  Blew  House  on  Dulwich 
Common.  In view of  the freezing weather,  this 
posed a potential slip hazard, so I called on Isaac, 
who kindly let me use his phone to inform the 
emergency services. The picture left was taken 
the next day. Nothing had been done about  it, 
but fortunately, the sheet of water hadn't frozen. 
M. J. Heath (Chair).  



Thanks to prompt action by local councillors, the Friends were 
successful in preventing the removal by Transport for London of 
safety railings outside the West Dulwich gate and the New Leaf 
shop on the opposite side of Thurlow Park Road. Other railing 
removals were planned nearby, however, and some have been 
opposed vigorously, particularly by parents of school children. 
Railings around this traffic island (left) at the spot of notorious 
accidents  in  Thurlow  Park  Road  (near  the  junction  with 
Lancaster Avenue) were supposedly to remain. However, as the 
Friends alerted local councillors, TfL had reneged and put up a 
notice stating that they would be removed during the week of 
Jan. 21, 2013.

Meeting with Tree Officer: Jan. 17, 2013.

This meeting broke with hallowed tradition! I hope that Rachel Jackson of LBS realises the honour 
bestowed on her. The Friends' policy to is make decisions at its own independently chaired meetings, 
but arriving with a cold, and seeing how business-like Rachel looked, I decided to defer to her on this 
occasion. Forthcoming tree work will be concerned purely with health and safety issues and will be  
quite separate from previous controversial suggestions about felling or coppicing trees for any other 
reasons. Rachel explained that there were 919 trees noted in the Park, ignoring tiny saplings. There 
would be 57 tasks, involving 6% of the trees. In six cases, there would be felling.  This would involve  
three dead cypresses, a dead silver birch, a dead alder on the Wildlife Walk, and a willow beside the 
lake. A horse chestnut leaning over the lake (on which a rope is sometimes fastened to make a 
swing), must be pollarded (not removed), as would the large oak on the railway side of the lake.  Jill 
Manuel of the Dulwich Society's trees committee sought clarification on several points. The task of  
interpreting the contractor's notes continued the next day. The birch was not the small specimen (still 
alive) on the Wildlife Walk, but stood by the road.  Rachel favoured putting mulch around the base of  
the two large oaks on the eastern field, to discourage disturbance. Angela Wilkes of the Dulwich 
Society's  wildlife  committee asked  about  the possibility  of  railings.  She also  raised issues  about 
protocols for protecting bats, which will be pursued with relevant Southwark Officers.

New trees would be planted to replace felled specimens and the Friends were invited to consider  
what these trees might be and where they could be located. The meeting was re-assured by Rachel's 
openness and expertise, and by the way that she was prepared to explain her decisions at as much 
length as necessary. She also told us a little about the methods used in modern arboriculture, so we 
departed knowing more than when we arrived, which is always a rewarding experience. No formal  
vote was taken, but the opinion of the meeting was clearly supportive of the plans. Our thanks to 
Rachel Jackson, Paul Highman and Robert Roach of LBS for giving us their time and for making the 
Francis Peak building in Dulwich Park available.     

Martin Heath, Chair, Friends of Belair Park.

  
Snow falls in Belair Park on Jan. 18, 2013 
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