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With very best wishes to our readers 
for Christmas and the New Year.

Our thanks to all of you who have supported us during 2012. 

A green light for 2013. 

We  are  very  pleased  that  conflict  with  Southwark  over  a 
protocol for parks groups has been resolved just in time for the 
season of goodwill. The Friends objected to any suggestion that 
groups be obliged to sign the protocols,  because that would 
amount  to  groups,  which  should  be  independent,  being  de 
facto licensed by the Council, with whom they are sometimes 
in  opposition.  Groups  which  had  previously  clashed  with 
Southwark or with other councils over developments on parks 
were the most concerned about the move. We thank Stephen 
Govier,  Independent  Councillor  for  South  Camberwell,  for 
responding  so  quickly  to  our  concerns  and  for  producing  a 
member's question for the Council.  

On Dec.  12, Rebecca Towers, Southwark Council's  Parks  and 
Open  Spaces  Manager,  issued  a  welcome  statement  that 
“signing of the document would, of course, be optional (I'm 
very sorry this wasn't clear and for the problems that this may  
have caused).”

We have an opportunity now to re-focus on the very positive 
relationship which has existed between us and the Council in 
recent  years,  and  for  which  Rebecca  herself  can  claim 
substantial credit.

Major flood works could transform Belair.

On Dec. 3, 2012,a meeting was held in the Recreation Rooms, 
Belair Park to discuss the future management of the lakeside 
ecology area. However, this meeting was shortly superseded. 
on Dec. 14, 2012, at a meeting held for local stake holders at 
Francis Peek Building, Dulwich Park, suggestions were outlined 
for storing flood waters in Belair (to reduce flooding in such 
areas as  Turney Road and Herne Hill  after  heavy rains) and 
focussed on the ecology area. Martin Heath  stressed that the 
woodland-type  habitat  should  be  retained,  whilst  major 
expansion of wetland habitat to either side could be welcome.

A date for a public meeting to consult the local 
community will be announced in the New Year.



New Leaf team Brain of Lambeth runners-up 2012.

This is an annual event, organised by the Lambethans' Society and 
held  at  Lambeth  Town Hall,  Brixton.  It  was  held  this  year  on 
October 25. Martin Heath turned up in a vaguely supporting role, 
suggested politely that he didn't like participating in quizzes and 
that he was there only as a spectator. He was soon cajoled into 
the  New Leaf team, consisting, up until  that point, of husband 
and wife, Vinnie and Helen O'Connell. Thanks mostly to Helen's 
impressively broad knowledge of the arts, New Leaf came in close 
behind the winners (Streatham Society).

Left: Helen receives certificate from the Mayor of Lambeth, Cllr. Clive 
Bennett. Image: V. O'Connell.

Friends' AGM, 1:00pm, Dec.2, 2012. New Leaf shop, West Dulwich, SE21.

This was a brief meeting fulfilling constitutional necessities and reviewing key areas of progress 
during 2012. Officers elected for the coming year were: Chairman: Martin Heath, proposed by R. 
Ramadhan. Seconded by V. O'Connell. Secretary: Matt Reid. Proposed by V. O'Connell. Seconded 
by H. Ramadhan.  Treasurer: Vinnie O'Connell. Proposed by R. Ramadhan. Seconded by A.-M. 
Braun.

Progress on the playground. A report read by Anne-Marie Braun.

The Friends were delighted and grateful to hear in the Spring that Dulwich Community Council had 
approved £13,000 of Cleaner Greener safer funding from Southwark to provided additional equipment 
in the playground especially for under fives. Our earlier survey had found that the wooden boat 
climbing frame is immensely popular but not all of it is suitable for very small children, who can also  
be intimidated by older children running around on it.

At the Public Meeting in Belair on June 13th Andrea Allen, Senior Project manager in Southwark's 
Environment and Leisure department, gave us plenty of ideas to discuss for new play equipment.  
Some people liked the idea of continuing a maritime theme; whatever was chosen should fit with the 
look of the boat climbing frame.

Matt  Reid,  Secretary  of  the  Friends  and  father  of  two  young  children,  and  Anne-Marie  Braun 
undertook to ask playground users what  they  would prefer. Over August/September we visited the 
playground many times, put up a display board with pictures, invited people to a meeting there. In  
all we talked to 72 child and adult groups, recording separately the opinions of under fives, five to 
seven year olds and adults. Much the favourite option was another climbing frame. So now we are 
waiting for a “Big Fish” with climbing ramp and double slide to be installed. Andrea Allen has even 
found a stepping blocks “Sea Monster” on special offer that can also be fitted within the budget.

At this time of year just getting into the playground can be unpleasant and hazardous because of the 
large puddles in the worn ground by the entrances, More good news is that Southwark is planning to  
pave those areas and in front of the benches, and to repaint the existing play equipment.

Looking to the future, our playground survey showed that there's a great demand for more swings.  
One mother telephoned to say that her children had just waited half an hour for a turn. So the 
Friends of Belair Park are applying for more CGS funding for next year, to enlarge the swings area a 
little so that the number of swings can be increased from 4 to 7 or 8. Fingers crossed! 
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