
Friends of Belair Park 

e.NEWSLETTER 
No 51. October 8, 2012

Deloitte volunteer day.

On October  5,  corporate  volunteers  from  Deloitte tackled  a 
series of essential tasks for the  New Leaf charity and also in 
Belair  Park,  where they assisted  the  Friends  by carrying  out 
practical management work on the Lakeside Wildlife Walk. We 
thank  Deloitte for  their  significant  contribution  to  these 
valuable community  projects  and also for  the efficiency  and 
good humour of their staff. 

Organising the day involved a flurry of emails and its success 
was ensured by the hard work of John Cannell of Embrace, Ian 
Carruthers, who works with corporate volunteers,  Bruno Lacey 
of  New Leaf  and Joanne Mortlock of  Deloitte.  Friends' Chair 
Martin Heath liaised with all parties on behalf of the Friends. 

On the day, John Cannell took on the job of guarding the tools 
in  the field,  and we were grateful  also to Paul Bond of  the 
London  Borough  of  Southwark  for  making  available  the 
Recreation  Rooms  in  Gallery  Road,  so  that  volunteers  could 
have access to kitchen facilities and have a safe place to store 
personal belongings.

The day began with warm sunny spells in the morning, but by 
the afternoon, grey rolls of cloud were filling the sky, and rain 
arrived not long after the volunteers had finished. 

Gardening for New Leaf.

The  New  Leaf botanical  garden  area,  beside  West  Dulwich 
railway station, lies on a slope, which can become slippery and 
difficult to negotiate in wetter weather. The volunteers used 
logs and bricks to construct a pathway across the muddy parts 
of the slope (upper left). This has substantially improved safety 
and access. Others planted bulbs (above and centre left), whilst 
some worked in the shop, sorting out and shelving books which 
had been donated to the charity (lower left). 



Work  on  the  Lakeside 
Wildlife Walk.

Upper  left:  John  Cannell 
demonstrates  the  safe  use 
of  tools  to  a  group  of 
volunteers  before  they  set 
to work. Some of the new 
tools  purchased  for  the 
event will be used by  New 
Leaf,  and  others  will  be 
available to the Friends for 
ongoing management work. 

Centre  left:  Weeding.  In 
August  this  year,  a  new 
zone of lakeside plants was 
created next to the bridge 
by  a  team  from  The 
Conservation  Volunteers. 
They  will  be  returning 
before the end of  2012 to 
introduce  reeds  in  the 
hollows  left  behind  after 
the  removal  of  stumps  of 
alders.  Other  parts  of  the 
area were planted up with 
native  lakeside  species  in 
clumps,  which  should 
spread and become denser. 
Meanwhile,  it  is  necessary 
to  keep  the  area  clear  of 
invading weeds. Most of the 
intruders  were  creeping 
thistle. 

Lower  left:  Trees,  mostly 
willow  and  alder,  have 
been invading the Wetland 
section  of  the  Wildlife 
Walk.  In  order  to  prevent 
this area, in which we are 
seeking  to  encourage  a 
wet  meadow  environment 
from becoming a woodland, 
it  will  be  necessary  to 
remove  or  cut  back  trees. 
Wet  meadow  is  a  unique 
habitat in Southwark.   This 
vital  work  was  begun  on 
the volunteer  day.  Joanne 
Mortlock is at centre.



Above: Jon Best (left), Southwark's Ecology Officer and Paul Highman (right), who manages Belair Park,  
discuss the management of the Wildlife Walk. The willow hedgerow lies behind the step ladder. 

Meeting to discuss management of ecology area, Oct. 5, 2012.

Martin  Heath (Chair,  Friends  of  Belair  Park):  “After  midday,  I  met  with Paul  
Highman and Jon Best to explore options for the management of the Wildlife  
Walk. It was agreed that self-seeded alders should be removed from the Wetland  
section and that the self-seeded willow hedgerow should be reduced to head  
height.  The lengths  of  its  two main  sections  should be reduced and the gap  
between them enlarged. Dead hedges could be created in several places. Jon  
Best discussed the possibility of replacing controlled bramble zones along the  
Walk with wild flowers. I responded that the areas of bramble and thistle were  
functioning well  and fulfilling their  purpose of providing habitat  for butterflies,  but that some  
selected parts could be cleared to encourage wild flowers (the zones conceal substantial wood piles  
– good habitats for invertebrates at the bottom of the food chain). It was asked also whether paths  
could be simplified and some parts of the Woodland area be closed to the public  to encourage  
wildlife. I clarified  that the network of paths had been developed over a period of years, through  
consultation  with  the  public,  who  enjoyed  the  maze-like  character  of  the  Woodland.  Initially,  
certain areas had been fenced off, but access had been forced repeatedly and it had been found  
more practical to open them (this has prevented the creation of private dens; previous dens in the  
Park having been used for alcohol  and drug abuse and concealing  stolen property).  Some paths  
should be widened for wheelchair access. The potentially dangerous state of certain large alders  
(particularly  a  dead  specimen)  was  noted,  and  I  indicated  that  a  meeting  of  the  wildlife  
management committee should be called to discuss implications of removal. An area overgrown by  
tall vegetation at the southern end of the Walk, should be mowed to re-expose the ditch and wild  
flower bank. Beyond the Wildlife Walk, going towards West Dulwich, brambles have grown up in  
front of the railings beside the lake. Jon and Paul felt that they should be removed. A wild flower  
area could replace them. I thank Jon and Paul for their time and helpful advice.”  

Opening up lake views. 

One of the options discussed  at the 
meeting  was  that  of  cutting  back 
vegetation  in  certain  places  along 
the  Wetland  area  to  restore  clear 
sight of the lake. Work to do so was 
begun that same afternoon, assisted 
by the Deloitte volunteers, and good 
progress was made.

Right:  Team  photo  of  volunteers 
outside the New Leaf shop.


