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Above:  Flowers  of  purple  loosestrife  on  the 
western bank of the lake at Belair Park, July 22, 
2012. This is also one of the species that have 
now been introduced in the new ecology area on 
the eastern flank of the lake, beside the bridge.

Lakeside ecology project update.

The Conservation Volunteers continued their 
work  to  create  a  new  lakeside  habitat, 
completing  the  project  (except  for  reed 
planting, which will  take place late in the 
year) by the afternoon of August 16, 2012. 

The  lake  bank  was  cleared  rapidly  of 
brambles, and small trees, but the stumps of 
the  larger  trees  proved  much  harder  to 
remove. They were attacked with mattocks, 
metal bars and chain saws, before, after a 
great deal of strenuous effort,  roots  could 
be cleared and severed. Stumps were then 
dragged out and taken to a stack beside the 
site,  where  they  will  provide  habitat  for 
invertebrates.  

The hollows  left  after  the removal  of  the 
tree  stumps  will  serve  as  the  pockets  for 
the reed planting. 
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Lengths of wood provided by tree felling and 
taken  from  an  existing  habitat  stack  were 
used  to  edge  the  path  which  runs  between 
two planted areas. Volunteers cut stakes and 
these  were  hammered  in  beside  the  path 
edgings  to  hold  them  in  place.  Holes  were 
drilled through the stakes, and then long nails 
were hammered through into the edgings, so 
that  they  could  not  be  removed  by  casual 
vandals. Several huge sacks of wood chippings 
were delivered, and these were spread across 
the area. 

Soil  removed from the new ecology site was 
taken to the wetland area and used to build 
up  paths  which,  having  become  submerged 
during the wet weather earlier this year, were 
clearly not high enough.



Top:  August  8.  Richard  Jedrzejczak, 
who  supervised  the  volunteer  work, 
surveys the progress at the end of the 
day. By this stage, the basic outline of 
the  project  had  taken  shape.  Plants 
have  been  introduced  outwards  from 
the  lake  bank,  on  both  sides  of  the 
mesh fence.  The area marked out on 
the  other  side  of  the  path  has  also 
been  planted  up.  When  the  plants 
have grown and spread, visitors will be 
able  to  enjoy  a  walk  with  lakeside 
plants  to  other  side.  Below:  plants 
arrive on August 16, 2012. 

  
Above left: One of the paths on the wetland raised using excess soil. Above right: On June 24, 2011, 
Ernst & Young held a corporate work day in Belair Park. Work was begun to clear small trees from the 
section  of  the  lake near  the  bridge.  Trunks  and branches  were being  fed into  a  wood  chipping 
machine to thicken paths, but when the machine ran out of fuel, they were stacked to make a 
habitat. A small habitat stack remains, but most of the branches were used to reinforce a dead hedge 
beside the lake in the woodland area.                                                              Images: M. J. Heath.


