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Above: Goslings on the lake at Belair Park. May 12, 2012. 

June 12, 2012: Progress in establishing plants 
on the wildlife islands. 

In e.Newsletter 40 (April 13, 2012), we reported that the 
planting up of islands in the central part of the lake had 
been abandoned due to nesting geese. Once goslings had 
hatched, the project could re-commence. Our thanks to 
Southwark officer Nils Battye for his invaluable support. 

The  northern  island,  seen  left  with  a  perching  heron 
(Ardea cinerea),  had become our long-established show 
piece,  but  unfortunately,  contractors  cleaning  out  the 
lake last autumn had dumped sludge upon it. Earlier this 
year, the sludge was dug out and heaped into a pile on 
the  island,  making  it  easier  for  plants  to  re-assert 
themselves. Yellow flag (Iris pseudacorus) and lesser pond 
sedge (Carex acutiformis) were planted. However, of the 
plants present already, it has been good to see how reeds 
(Phragmites  australis)  have  re-emerged,  together  with 
water  figworts  (Scrophularia  auriculata)  and  gipsywort 
(Lycopus  europaeaus).  They  have  been  protected  from 
predation by putting a tangle of branches from tree work 
onto  the  island,  a  technique  which  we  have  used 
successfully  over  the  years.  In  view  of  its  encouraging 
recovery (below), there was no further planting on this 
island.

 



Above: The long southern island. Last year, it was 
prepared  for  planting  with  the  felling  of  self-
established alders, which would have broken it up. 
Alder (Alnus glutinosa) stumps remain and had re-
sprouted, whilst the rest of the island had become 
smothered in stinging nettles (which are good news 
for butterflies). There was also a particularly large 
specimen  of  water  figwort,  which  we have  been 
careful to protect.

Friends' Chair Martin Heath: “This planting session, 
funded  by  Southwark's  Cleaner,  Greener,  Safer  
initiative,  brought  the  project  of  establishing  
dense beds of reed and purple loosestrife on the  
islands  closer  to  completion.  In  the  early  
afternoon, a van-load of plants was delivered by  
David  Thomas,  Director  of  Lilycroft  Aquatics.  
There were 34 large plants in heavy tubs, and they  
each had to be hauled out onto the ground, lifted  
again onto a trolley and wheeled over the soggy  
ground to the lake side. It was going to take at  
least  half  a  dozen  trips.  It  would  be  hard,  but  
rewarding work and having constructed the islands  
myself  –  with  occasional,  but  much  appreciated  
help from volunteers - I wanted the satisfaction of  
planting them up. The task was made much easier,  
however,  when  Vinnie  O'Connell  of  New  Leaf  
turned up pushing another trolley. Of course, he 
could not resist the temptation of using his mobile  
phone to take a couple of photos of me at work. I  
was soaking wet after a mishap on the muddy bank  
had plunged me into the water, which had poured  
in over the top of my chest-high waders.”

The southern island was constructed with zones at 
different  levels.  Reeds  were  planted  in  a 
submerged  hollow,  pendulous  sedge  (Carex 
pendula)  in  adjacent  wet  areas,  and  purple 
loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) on higher parts.



  
Above: Andrea Allen of the London Borough of Southwark outlines options for use of CGS funds. 

Community consultation about CGS funded projects.

Our public meeting of June 13, 2012, advertised to the local community, looked at ways to 
progress use of Cleaner, Greener, Safer allocations. Andrea Allen, Senior Project Manager, gave 
a helpful presentation which focussed principally on playground equipment.

After discussion, the following motions representing the opinions of the meeting were proposed 
by Chair Martin Heath, seconded and passed unanimously by a show of hands: 

1) That playground equipment, marginal planting, new signs and the ornamental gate project be 
pursued  through  continuing  discussions  between  the  Friends  and  the  London  Borough  of 
Southwark. Seconded: Ann-Marie Braun.

2)  That  Heather  Burrell  be  formally  commissioned  to  provide  designs  for  the  gateway 
(ornamental arch). Seconded: Angela Wilkes.

3) That the path beside the Galley Road gate be sanded down to facilitate closure and that the 
gate be fitted with a latch. Seconded: V. O'Connell.

Joe Stevens receives Southwark Star award.

At a ceremony on June 14, 2012, hard-working Joe Stevens was 
awarded a well-earned Southwark Star  for  his  services  to the 
community as a volunteer with the New Leaf project.

Joe has been a stalwart  of  New Leaf and his  support for  the 
Friends of Belair Park has been invaluable. The Friends would 
like to join Southwark in recognising Joe's contribution, and to 
let him know that we are grateful for his work. 

We see him here, a little  while back,  in  the New Leaf shop, 
baby-sitting Darwin, Vinnie O'Connell's Jack Russell. 
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