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£4,000 has been allocated for a new 
ornamental  entrance  opposite  West 
Dulwich station.

£4,000  has  been  allocated  for 
planting marginal plants in the lake. 

Following  community  consultation  meetings  staged 
earlier this year by the Friends of Belair Park, these 
bids for Southwark's  Cleaner, Greener, Safer funds 
were submitted to the Dulwich Community Council 
by the Dulwich Society. They were successful, and 
the funding was confirmed on March 14, 2012. The 
Friends  will  be  holding  further  consultations  at 
which detailed plans will be drawn up.   

Site meeting on April 24, 2012.

On April 24, Friends Chair Dr. Martin Heath met with 
Paul Highman, who manages Dulwich area parks. On 
the agenda were various issues about tidying up the 
area around the huts used for the wildlife project 
and  sports  activities.  Also  under  discussion  were 
reports  that  the  toilets  are not  always  open,  and 
that hand basins were not functional.

There  was  also  discussion  about  the  possibility  of 
cutting  back  shading  outgrowth  of  an  oak  (lower 
left), to make available new areas for planting reed 
beds on the railway side of the lake. This possibility 
will  be  discussed  with  the  Ecology  Officer  and 
arboriculturalists. Your comments are invited.
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New lake margin plants.       

On  April  29,  2012,  Martin  Heath  and 
Angela  Wilkes  (Chair  of  the  Dulwich 
Society Wildlife Sub-Committee) met on 
site  and  discussed  suitable  sites  for 
establishing plants to be purchased with 
the £4,000 netted from the CGS fund by 
the Dulwich Society. Particular attention 
was paid to the area beside the bridge 
(upper  left),  from  which  fringing  small 
trees were cleared last year. 

Playground project.

On April 30, Secretary Matt Reid met up 
with  Anne-Marie  Braun,  who  instigated 
the project to get funding for playground 
equipment  for  small  children.  They 
looked  at  the  playground  and  spoke  to 
parents. Matt and Anne-Marie will make 
enquiries  about  the  kind  of  equipment 
available for the £13,000 allocated, and 
look at what is installed in other parks. 
By the way, it was indicated in the last 
newsletter  that  there  were  no  features 
for small children. There are actually two 
swings (lower left), but there is clearly a 
need for further provision.

Business meeting, May 2, 2012.

A meeting took place between Chair Martin Heath 
and Secretary Matt Reid on May 2. They thought 
that  members  might  like  to  be  informed  about 
these business meetings, to reinforce their sense 
of ownership of their society. It was agreed that 
the  Secretary  should  contact  Southwark's  CGS 
project  officer  responsible  for  the  playground 
improvements  as  soon  as  possible.  Matt  should 
find out what proportion of the £13,000 assigned 
to the project would be absorbed by the project 
officer's  expenses.   The  Chair  should  call  a 
Committee  meeting  to  discuss  organisational 
matters.  This  would  be  followed  by  a  public 
meeting  at  which  society  business  could  be 
explored. The new gate onto Gallery Road, SE21 
(right), is enjoying a great deal of use. However, 
the  self-closing  mechanism  has  not  yet  been 
fitted,  compromising  child  and dog safety.  Matt 
Reid  is  in  contact  with  Southwark  officer  Pippa 
Krishnan  about  progress.  The  Friend's  old  email 
account  will  be  closed  and  any  previous 
correspondents re-directed to the new address.


