
Changing skies bring 
us into spring. 
The  days  are  getting 
longer and the weather is 
getting  warmer,  despite 
discouraging  cold  spells. 
Blossom  has  been 
appearing on the trees in 
the  Park  and  on  trees 
along  the  streets.  The 
spring equinox and Easter 
are behind us, and we are 
seeing  rapid  greening  of 
winter's bare branches.    

Photo left: March 10, 2012.

In mid-March, two bright planets met and parted in the twilight.

  
Sky-watchers  saw  Jupiter  and 
Venus  sail  past  each  other  – 
bright  and  spectacular  even  in 
the light-polluted suburban sky. 
Venus  was  the  brighter  object, 
higher  and  to  the  right  of 
Jupiter. Jupiter is now lost in the 
evening twilight.

The photo  of  the  planets  (left) 
was taken on March 14, 2012. It 
looks  down  from  the  higher 
ground  at  the  top  of  Chestnut 
Road, SE27, across a dip (one of 
the channels of the former River 
Effra), towards Norwood Road.
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    Spring Equinox 2012

  
The spring equinox took place this year on March 20 (the most common date). At this time, the 
Sun  crosses  the  celestial  equator,  headed  into  the  northern  hemisphere  of  the  sky.  The 
Stellarium view above shows the position of the Sun at 05:14 GMT, around the time that it lay 
on the equator (but without the atmosphere to scatter sunlight and hide the planets and stars). 
The ground has also been removed so that we can see the Sun before it had risen from London. 
The celestial equator and poles are simply extensions into the sky of the Earth's equator and 
poles. The path of the Sun, the ecliptic (red), is the annual path of the Sun against the stars, as 
seen from Earth as it orbits the Sun. Thanks to the tilt of the Earth, we see the ecliptic tilted to  
the celestial equator.  

At  around  mid-day,  the  Sun  was 
shining  fitfully  through an extensive, 
but broken cloud cover. 

  
Lesser celandine is a member of 
the buttercup family.

Clusters of the bright 
yellow lesser celandine 
(Ranunculus ficaria) 
flowering beside the 
lake on March 20, 2012.



Easter 2012.

It was decided at the First Council 
of Nicaea in AD 325 that the date of 
Easter  would  be  the  first  Sunday 
following  the  first  Full  Moon  after 
the  spring  equinox.  The  date 
adopted for the equinox was March 
21  and  the  Full  Moon  does  not 
necessarily  agree  with  that  of  the 
astronomers.   The  western  church 
adopted  the  Gregorian  calendar 
(the calendar  now followed world- 
wide  for  civil  purposes),  but  the 
Eastern  Church  still  follows  the 
Julian calendar. Their March 21 falls 
on Gregorian date April 3.

Top  left:  The  Moon,  approaching 
full, photographed by P. Stanford at 
New Ash  Green,  Kent,  on  April  5. 
Top  right:  Just  after  midnight,  on 
April 6, Good Friday, the moonlight 
shines down through the trees into 
the  wooded  area  of  the  Wildlife 
Walk in Belair Park.

Left:  Congregation  gathers  on  an 
overcast Easter morning at All Saints 
Church,  West  Dulwich.  After  the 
service,  everyone  gathered  outside, 
whilst  the  vicar,  Rev.  David 
Stephenson and his  team blessed an 
Easter  garden  created  by  younger 
members  of  the  Church.  This 
commemorated  Jesus'  open  and 
empty tomb.   

Readers of all faiths are invited to share details 
about their seasonal events.


