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February 15, 2012: Public meeting to discuss gates and paths.

This evening meeting was held in the Recreation Rooms, Belair 
Park, Gallery Road, SE21. Dr. Martin Heath (Chair): “This was a 
very  constructive  meeting,  during  which  ideas  evolved  
significantly through feedback from the floor. This exactly the  
way a public decision-making process should work. In particular,  
the style of consultation favoured by Pippa Krishnan from the  
London Borough of Southwark was excellent. She laid out the  
options in objective terms and made every effort to draw in  
responses from the floor, inviting shows of hands as she went  
along, to gauge the developing opinion of the meeting.”  

Left: Pippa Krishnan (LBS) discusses the coming community bulb 
planting event with Vinnie O'Connell of New Leaf. The event will 
now start at 1:00 pm on Feb. 23 & 24, 2012. Meet at the New 
Leaf shop opposite the West Dulwich entrance to the Park.

Top photo: Susie McLean. 

Quite independently, and knowing nothing about each others' plans, but simultaneously, 
two societies, New Leaf and the Dulwich Society, have put in bids for Cleaner, Greener, 
Safer funding to improve the appearance of the West Dulwich entrance to the Park. This 
meeting brought  the protagonists  and interested members of  the public  together to 
discuss how the projects, which complement each other, could be taken forwards.

x 
Above: Vinnie O'Connell outlines how the  New Leaf bid would put traditional railings, 
matching those beside  New Leaf, along the front of the  Chandni Restaurant car park 
beside  the  West  Dulwich  entrance  to  the  Park.  They  would  replace  ugly  fencing, 
supposedly temporary, but actually long-term, fronting the car park at present.
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Above:  Alastair  Hanton  of  the  Dulwich 
Society  presented  the  case  for  an 
ornamental metal gate at West Dulwich. 
The discussion noted the threat of scrap 
metal  dealers  and  stimulated  several 
comments  from the floor  over  practical 
issues.  Right:  Ornamental  gate  to  a 
meadow area at the London Wildlife Trust 
garden at Marsden Road, East Dulwich.

Apart  from the Belair  car  park,  Belair  is  left  unlocked,  with  the West  Dulwich  gate always 
fastened back. This would reduce visibility of any new gate. The possibilities of a screen beside 
the existing gate or a sliding gate were discussed. However, the idea of an arch, stressed by Jill 
Manuel of the Dulwich Society,  appeared popular.  She suggested also the designation of the 
feature as the “Jubilee Gate.” The photo below shows the arch above the gate to the LWT 
meadow area. The area to the right hand side of the gate, as seen from across Thurlow Park 
Road,  could  be  wide,  permitting  an  expanse  of  attractive  metal  work.  Anne-Marie  Braun 
suggested  that  a  tidy  notice  board  for  displaying  notices  be  incorporated.  Pippa  Krishnan 
emphasised that a vote supporting the existing gate proposal would be the best way to proceed, 
with detailed modifications, such as an arch, being worked out during a later consultation stage. 



  
The  Chair,  noted  briefly  the 
possibility  that  a  section  of  brick 
wall  by  the  tennis  court  could  be 
faced  with  a  colourful  mosaic 
celebrating biodiversity, of the kind 
found at Marsden Road.

Pippa  Krishnan  (left)  presented 
options  for  a  new  gate  onto 
Gallery Road, where the fence has 
been broken repeatedly by people 
taking  a  short-cut.  Issues  about 
surfacing the new path leading to 
the  gate  and  the  gate's  precise 
form  were  discussed;  some  of 
these  issues  will  require  further 
investigation.

Plans  to  erect  posts  to  direct  pedestrians  along  the  Green  Chain  Walk  were  met  with  an 
insistence that the posts, be they in the Park or just beyond it, serve their purpose without 
becoming dominating features. The Friends have emphasised that the Park is a destination in its 
own right, not simply a footpath to other places. Jill Manuel thought that any stretch of new 
path should not be intrusive and rectilinear, but continue the sweeping curves of existing paths. 

After discussion and amendments the following motions were proposed by M. J. Heath as Chair 
and meeting facilitator, seconded and passed by a show of hands:

1). “That the Friends of Belair Park recommend to the London Borough of Southwark that the  
re-fencing of the Chandni car park with railings should be funded.” Seconded by R. Ramadhan. 

2). “That the Friends of Belair Park recommend to the London Borough of Southwark that the  
West Dulwich ornamental gate project, proposed by the Dulwich Society, be funded.” Seconded 
by V. O'Connell.

3).  “The mosaic at the London Wildlife Trust garden in Marsden Road should be a source of  
inspiration with regard to decoration of the wall of the tennis court in Belair Park.”   Seconded 
by V. O'Connell.

4). “That the Friends of Belair Park approve the installation of wayfaring posts to extend the  
Green Chain Walk through Belair Park.”  Seconded by V. O'Connell. 

5). “That the Friends of Belair Park consider the Heritage Dedicated Metal Post proposed by the  
London  Borough  of  Southwark  for  the  pavement  beside  Belair  Park  to  be  inappropriate.” 
Seconded by H. Ramadhan.

6). “That the Friends of Belair Park approve a new gate onto Gallery Road, subject to safety  
considerations, and that the path leading to the gate should be in keeping with the landscaping  
of existing paths and surfaces (with details to be decided through further discussions between  
the Friends and the London Borough of Southwark).” Seconded by J. Stevens.
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