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Title picture is from a bluebell wood in Kent.

Community planting days – February 23 & 24, 2012, 2:00 pm to dusk. 

The  New Leaf project has organised two community  bulb 
planting days in the Lakeside Wildlife Walk, Belair Park. The 
work will be carried out by pupils  from a nearby primary 
school (Rosendale), and, we hope, local residents. 

Bulbs will be supplied by naturescape.co.uk. The project is 
funded by the Bristol & West, London community fund. Half 
of the bulbs will be planted in the  New Leaf area, beside 
West  Dulwich  station.  The  other  half  will  be  planted  in 
Belair Park. In all we will be planting 1,000 English bluebells 
(Hyacinthoides  non-scripta),  1,000  wood  anemones 
(Anemone  nemorosa),  200  lesser  celandine  (Ranunculus 
ficaria) and 500 wild daffodils (Narcissus pseudonarcissus). 
These are all natives. Snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis) has a 
natural  range  from  the  Pyrenees  to  Turkey.  A  possible 
native of damp woodlands in S. Britain, it may have been 
introduced by the Romans, or (Bishop  et al., 2002) in the 
early 1500s [Bishop, M. Davis, A. and Grimshaw, J. (2002). 
SNOWDROPS A Monograph of Cultivated Galanthus. Griffin 
Press]. 1,200  snowdrop bulbs will be available. 

The bulbs  will  be planted throughout  the interior  of  the 
woodland area on the mansion (eastern) side of the lake 
along the paths and on the earth mounds. No bulbs will be 
planted  along  the   boundary  of  the  cricket  pitch.  The 
species will be labelled individually and come with planting 
instructions.  Although  both  snowdrops  and  bluebells  are 
poisonous  to  a  certain  extent;  (as  are  many  species  of 
bulbs) there is only a danger if they are actually eaten and 
no harm comes from handling the bulbs.

Top  right:  Snow drop  in  Beskydy  Mountains,  Czechia  by  David 
Paloch  (GNU Free  Documentation  License).  Middle  right:  Wood 
anemone, Kent. Lower right: Lesser celandine, Kent. M. J. Heath.

http://naturescape.co.uk/
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English versus Spanish bluebells.

The  native  English  bluebell  (Hyacinthoides 
non-scripta)  is  under  threat  from the fertile 
Spanish  bluebell  (Hyacinthoides  hispanica), 
with  which  it  readily  forms  hybrids  (H. x 
massartina). 

Unfortunately,  the  bluebells  donated  many 
years ago to an embryonic Wildlife Walk were 
allied  to the Spanish variety. The photo top 
left  shows  a  clump  growing  on  the  Walk  in 
2008.  The  close  up  (top  right)  shows  the 
distinctive flowers. These are typically larger 
and paler than those of the English bluebell. 
The  bell  is  also  wider.  The  raceme  (which 
holds  the  flowers)  is  more  upright.  The 
anthers  of  the  flowers  are  blue  (unlike  the 
yellow-white or cream anthers of the English 
variety) and there is little scent. The leaves of 
H.  hispanica are  also  broader.  The  Spanish-
type bluebells will be removed from the Walk 
in  order  to  allow  the  natives  to  flourish 
without hydridisation.

The photograph lower left shows the flowers 
of a native English bluebell in a wood in Kent. 
Note that they are much narrower.

Wood  anemones  and  lesser  celandines  are 
amongst plants already in the Walk, but this 
project  will  greatly  increase  their  numbers. 
Together with bluebells and snowdrops, they 
will ensure that the Walk resembles a narrow 
rural wood.                Images: M. J. Heath 
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