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Jan. 17 meeting gives green light to transform the lake.

2012 could be the year when we finally see our plans to plant up the 
central section of the lake become a reality – and they would transform 
the character of the Park. 

Dr. Martin Heath (Chair of the Friends of Belair Park): 

“On January 17, a cold day, with ice on the lake, I  met with Paul Highman, who  
manages Dulwich area parks for Southwark Council, to discuss ways of implementing  
the ideas which were endorsed last year during our community consultation.

It is always a pleasure to work with Paul. He knows Belair Park intimately, because he  
first worked in local parks back in the days when Southwark still had park keepers. It  
was a skilled job and in-house training ensured that park keepers were knowledgeable  
gardeners.  Paul  knows  the  ground  in  detail  and  how different  parts  of  the  Park  
respond to the weather at different times of the year. That kind of knowledge is  
invaluable.

We looked at ways to mark out the boundaries of the Lakeside Wildlife Walk. Knee-
high fencing and tree trunks are both possibilities. The height of the (apparently) self-
planted hedgerow along the wetland zone may be controlled so that it is around 3 m  
or so. This will prevent this area from becoming too shady.   We discussed also the  
need for interpretation boards and talked about preparation of a report about the  
site, with a chart showing how the different sections would be managed.  

The most exciting part of the discussion, however,  
concerned planting up the islands and parts of the  
lake banks in the central area with dense stands of  
marginal  vegetation.  We  have  around  £7,000  
remaining  from  the  money  awarded  us  by  the  
Dulwich  Community  Council,  and  this  could  assist  
purchase  of  numerous  plants.  We  do  not  wish  to  
waste  money,  however,  and  the  Friends  will  be  
looking at  the possibility  of  collecting  plants  that  
need to be removed from other sites during lake or  
ditch clearance.”  

Left: Paul Highman examines a decomposing log on the Lakeside 
Wildlife Walk.



X 
Above:  One of  the islands which the Friends have created to host  beds of  reeds and other 
marginal plants. Last year, we felled small alders which were establishing themselves on the 
island. This was because their rapid growth was shading the island and also because the island 
could  not have supported half  a dozen mature trees. Seeds collected  from yellow flag (Iris 
pseudacorus)  elsewhere  in  our  wildlife  areas  were  collected  and  planted  on  the  island  in 
autumn, 2011.

Below: Beds of reeds (Phragmites australis) growing in a seasonal lake at Beacon Wood, near 
Bean,  Kent.  The Wood can be  reached from South London by  continuing  up the A2 to  the 
Greenhithe – Bluewater exit. Crossing the A2 by the bridge here will take you through Bean and 
you will shortly find the Black Horse public house on your right. Just beyond this is a lay-by with 
steps leading into the Wood. A further short journey will take you to the main entrance (also on 
the right), and a large car park for visitors.  
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Left:  A  vista  across  the 
central  part  of  the  lake  at 
Belair Park. The island had a 
well-established  mass  of 
reeds,  but  unfortunately,  a 
mis-communication with the 
contractors  hired  to  clear 
out  leaf  detritus  from  the 
lake  meant  that  the  plants 
on the island were flattened 
by  sludge.  We  shall  be 
heaping the sludge into one 
section  of  the  island  and 
expect the plants to recover 
during this coming year. 

X 
When we planted the reeds on the island above, we chose not to surround them with artificial-
looking protective wire mesh, and they have grown back year after year without being removed 
by water fowl. Moreover, they have not, as some feared, escaped and filled up the entire lake. 
Dense planting of both banks and the islands would present a visitor with a view across marginal  
plants in the foreground mid-ground and background.   

Below: Purple loosestrife  (Lythrum salicaria) growing along the banks of the lake at South 
Norwood Country Park. 
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