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Welcome to 2012. xxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxXxx 
The year  opened  with  wintry  weather, 
and episodes of bright sunshine provided 
little real warmth. 

January 1, 2012 arrived with a downpour 
and,  after  a  particularly  dry  spell,  we 
finally saw several centimetres of water 
in the bottom of our well, at the deep 
end of the amphibian pond.

Icy weather followed (title photo of ice 
on water-logged field; Jan. 15, 2012).

Top left: Water droplets glisten in a tree 
canopy along Lancaster Avenue, SE27 on 
the evening of January 1.

Centre  and  lower  left:  An  oak  tree 
retained its golden leaves to the end of 
2011 (photo taken on Dec. 22), but after 
the  downpour,  its  branches  had  been 
stripped bare (Jan. 2, 2012).

The  Friends  have  set  themselves  an 
ambitious  manifesto  for  this  year.  We 
look  forward  to  a  challenging  and 
stimulating  time  and  we  invite  our 
readers  to  participate  as  volunteers  to 
help make a solid, valuable and lasting 
contribution to our work to promote the 
green  environment.  In  Belair  Park,  we 
hope to bring to fruition our long-term 
goal  of  planting  dense  beds  of  reeds, 
purple  loosestrife  and  other  marginal 
plants  along  stretches  of  the  lakeside 
and on the islands.  On  broader  front, 
we aim to act as a catalyst to promote 
biodiversity in other public open spaces.



  

Fireworks greet 2012.

Norwood  Park  straddles  a  high  ridge  within  the 
drainage basin of the River Effra - the “lost” river 
whose ground waters still feed the lake downhill at 
Belair Park. From this vantage point there is a good 
view towards central London. 

It has now become an annual event for a sizeable 
crowd  to  assemble  here  to  watch  and  enjoy  a 
panoramic  view of  the London  fireworks  on New 
Year's  Eve,  without  facing  the  crush  beside  the 
Thames. There's a friendly atmosphere and some of 
the crowd bring their own fireworks, sparklers and 
glow sticks. 

Several fire balloons were seen drifting by, but an 
enthusiastic attempt (right) to launch a fire balloon 
was a failure, despite a determined effort.  

Visitors to Norwood Park may like to explore the 
wildlife  strip  (including  a  new  pond),  which  has 
been created along the eastern (railway) margin of 
the  Park,  thanks  to  the efforts  of  local  resident 
John Cotter and volunteers whom he has organised. 
By  reinforcing  the  ecological  value  of  the  local 
network  of  wildlife  corridors,  this  project  has  a 
positive impact on our area as a whole – including, 
of course, in Belair Park.

New contact details: 

The Committee,                          x 
Friends of Belair Park 
friendsofbelairpark(at)hotmail.co.uk 
Tel: 020 8670 8924.

Right: Duck on ice (Jan. 17, 2012).
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