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x                                                              Cherry blossom in  Belair Park. April 8, 2011. Image: M. J. Heath.      XX 
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XXCuts  and contradictions.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
XXOn April 2, 2011, a well-placed Southwark source told us that a decision to ditch Cleaner, Greener,XX 
XXSafer grants had already been made. CGS would be shelved for a year, but some feared that itXX 
XXwould never be reinstated. Our April 3, 2011 newsletter announced the demise of CGS, from whichXX 
XXthe West Dulwich New Leaf project – which provides essential volunteers for work in Belair Park -XX 
XXhas derived an important contribution to its funding. Other Southwark sources have now responded,XX 
XXjust as adamantly, that no decision about the future of CGS will be made until July, 2011. It wasXX 
XXstressed that there should not, in any case, be a presumption that CGS could be New Leaf's long-XX 
XXterm support. Meanwhile, our original source remains unrepentant.xxx            xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  xxxxxxxxx 
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x  XDr.  Martin  Heath,  Chair  of  the  Friends  of  Belair  Park,  commented:  “Whatever one's  personalXX 
XXopinions about the need for cuts or where the axe should fall, the fact remains that the threat ofXX 
XXausterity measures typically leads to this sort of confusion. Expect pronouncements versus denials,XX 
XXgroundless anxieties versus wishful thinking.  This cannot be an easy time for Southwark officersXX 
XXand councillors. Not surprisingly, not everyone in Southwark is singing from the same hymn sheet.XX 
XXAll our sources may be telling the truth as they see it. The unpredictable situation adds to theXX 
XXproblems that are faced by those who, prompted by a sense of responsibility to their communities,XX 
XXdevote so much of their time to unpaid work. It is one thing for a Government to proclaim aXX 
XXvolunteer-based Big Society, but it is a very much more difficult proposition to make it actuallyXX 
XXwork in the real world.”xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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XXAnyone wanting to support New Leaf should contact Vinnie on info@new-leaf.org.uk. 

XXThe Committee, Friends of Belair Park.   xfriendsbelairpark(at)hotmail.co.uk      Tel: 020 8670 8924X



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxx






